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                                                                                               May 11, 2011

Governor John Hickenlooper:
Colorado State Capitol

200 East Colfax

Denver, CO  80203
Dear Governor Hickenlooper:

Please veto SB 213- Child Health Plan Assess Monthly Enrollment fee. Colorado has tried this before.  It is bad policy and doesn’t save money for the State. This bill is likely to increase emergency room usage as children lose their medical home.

If enacted, 20% of children in the targeted group (those whose families earn between 205 and 250% of Federal Poverty Level) will likely lose health care coverage (according to the fiscal note itself).  

Families in this income range are earning just enough to NOT qualify for most public assistance and work supports- like child care, food stamps, low income energy assistance, etc. But their income falls short of being able to meet basic needs.  Families are likely to prioritize food, rent, child care and transportation, leaving little to invest in health insurance premiums.  

This bill also removes the flexibility to adjust premiums from the Medical Services Board.  If this bill is vetoed, the Medical Services Board could review and adjust the annual premium cost for families, making it a sliding scale- but still affordable. 

Times are very tough for low income families.  Wages are flat, as expenses increase.  As a state, Child Health Plan has helped insure that low income kids get a fair chance for a health start.

Sincerely,  

Lorena Garcia 

Atim Otii



Chaer Robert

President

Issues Committee Co-Chair           
Issues Committee Cochair

The Women's Lobby of Colorado seeks to provide better opportunities for women in our state by ensuring that public policies reflect gender equity and justice.





By consistently maintaining a daily lobbying presence at Colorado's Capitol, our all-volunteer organization has kept the needs of women front and center in our state's public policy debates for more than a decade.
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